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All 

Sectors 

engaging each 

other  

over  water , 

under DWS’s 

oversight 

1998 NWA started movement  to  collective 

engagement  by  all sectors of society  

CMAs 



DWAF Internal Strategic Perspectives 2004 







AWS MEMBERS 



WATER STEWARDSHIP DEFINITION 

The use of water that is:- 

 socially equitable  

 environmentally sustainable  

 economically beneficial 

 achieved through a  

stakeholder-inclusive process 

 that involves:  

site and catchment-based actions  

 



WHY A WATER STEWARDSHIP STANDARD 

 Global consistency of approach 

 Drive transparency   

 Engage diverse stakeholders  

 Provide credible recognition 

 Connect global with local 

 Create coherence 

 Framework for locally-appropriate 
action 

 Globally-consistent outcomes 

 



The AWS Standard was the result of an 
international, four-year, ISEAL compliant, 
multi-stakeholder process which responded to 
the growing need for evidence of robust water 
risk and impact mitigation efforts.  

 



Continuous  improvement  
10 

Each step contains elements of  
1. Water quantity 
2. Water quality 
3. Important water related areas 
4. Governance 



FOCUS: WATER USING SITE – 
CATCHMENT IMPACT 
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Water Standard application 
 Major water using site or 

facility 
 

Relationships with stakeholders 
 Other water users 
 Communities 
 Ecosystems 
 
Impacts on catchment 
 Water Balance 
 Water Quality 
 Important water related areas  
 Water governance 



DWS 

DWS 
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Water in the UN SDGs 



2011 





Chair 

DWS 







Producer Processor Retailer Consumer

Producer Processor Retailer Consumer

Banks & Investors Insurers

“Society” members  --- bank …  

&  

take out insurance 





Strategic Water Partners Network 

DWS 





Scaling UP 
 

• DFID 

• USAID  

• SIDA  

• Open Society Foundations  

• Others 

 



http://www.google.co.za/earth/outreach/ 



“Our decisions shall be informed by both the best available science, 
research and technology, as well as real-life, local experience. “   
 
 2014 National Water Summit  ..Principle 2 .. Extract from The Water Wheel Sept-Oct 2014…WRC 



Sense of discovery  



Problematic 

manholes 



Strategic Water Partners Network 

DWS 



FOUR OUTCOMES OF GOOD WATER STEWARDSHIP 

Sustainable 

Water 

Balance 

Good Water 

Quality 

Healthy 

Important 

Water-

Related 

Areas 

Good Water 

Governance 



ISEAL COMPLIANCE 



 

 The relationship between the AWS Standard and the SDGs is illustrated 

below.   

 

Numbers in the boxes refers to the number of targets addressed. 





Thank  you  






